
Sam Smith: 
Suggest including following wording on 
overheating. 

"Single aspect dwellings are at an increased 
risk of overheating due to lack of cross 
ventilation. Such dwellings should be assessed 
against overheating risks and incorporate 
appropriate mitigation if required". 

"Overheated homes can have direct effects on 
occupants' health, comfort, and productivity 
during overheating episodes and for a period 
after. Overheating can also disrupt sleep (itself an 
adverse impact) with consequential effects on 
health, safety, and productivity".  (Note: this is 
repeated again in the 'Resources' section)



Sam Smith: 
Air Pollution risks from balconies facing onto major roads are a risk. Suggest following 
wording is included: 

"Internal air quality may be impacted from open balconies facing onto sources of air 
pollution such as major roads or polluting uses. Air pollution risks also need to be considered 
and alongside noise risks, may be mitigated through the use of enclosed balconies or winter 
gardens. Where used these need to be thermally separated from the interior and drained to 
avoid standing water." 

Also may want to consider requiring soffits to be installed under balconies, will avoid the 
internals of the balcony structure being visible from underneath and street level which can 
look quite ugly and also means the builders will need to come up with a proper integrated 
drainage solution rather than just draining water onto the balcony below. 







Sam Smith: 
We would suggest adding in some specific reference to the conflicts between residential and some commercial uses and how these can be resolved. 
I am thinking of takeaways/restaurants with residential above. Can be some issues with ventilation equipment and the amenity of residents. 
Particularly now with Use Class E can shift shop to restaurant without permission. I've personally come across with issues of restaurant ventilation 
taking over a podium level amenity space. 



Sam Smith: PH suggest placing this more strategically to set as a theme for the whole document. Not to dismiss 
importance within Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller communities, it could be repeated. We'd be keen to discuss and 
explore ideas about how to bring this forward in the document with you.

Sam Smith:  
Consideration should be given to thinking about design for people living with dementia. 
Some examples of this could include using some principles from the MKCC Dementia 
Friendly Places SPD. 



Sam Smith: 
Suggest reference is made here to the air pollution impacts as mentioned on page 56 
(might be better made here if want to avoid repetition). 



Sam Smith: 
Suggest adding in about the benefits of a warm and efficiently heated home (or the 
issues of a cold/damp home!); but also the risks of overheating too. 

Suggested wording (happy to draft the positives if preferred): 
"Cold homes are bad for health. If people are unable to heat their homes efficiently and 
homes become cold and damp, people's health suffers. Besides poor health, cold-related 
illness causes absence from work, social isolation, and sleep deprivation. It may lead to 
mental or stress related illnesses too. 

Therefore building homes that are well insulated and warmed via efficient and 
sustainable methods can help to improve people's health" 

Overheating: 
"Overheated homes can have direct effects on occupants' health, comfort, and 
productivity during overheating episodes and for a period after. Overheating can also 
disrupt sleep (itself an adverse impact) with consequential effects on health, safety, and 
productivity". 


